THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 
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ButBeautiein that white entituled, 

From Venus doues doth challenge that faire field, 
Then Vertue chimes from Beautie, Beauties red, 
Which Vertue gaue the golden age, to guild 
Their filuer cheekes, andcald it then their Afield, 
Teaching them thus to vfe it in the fight, 

V V he lhame aftaild,the red fhould fece the white. 

This Herauldry in Lvcrece face was feene, 
Argued by Beauties red and V ertues white, 

Of eithers colour was the other Queene : 
Prouingfrom worlds minority their right. 

Yet their ambition makes them Rill to fight: 

The foueraignty of either being fo great, 

T hat oft they interchange ech others feat. 

This filent warre of Lillies and of Rofes, 

Which Tar qvi n vew’d in her faire faces field, 

In their pure rankes his tray tor eye enclofes, 

V V here leaft betweene them both it ihould b e kild. 
The coward captiue vanquiihed, doth yeeld 
To thofetwo Armies that -would let him goe. 
Rather then triumph in fo falfe a foe. 

Now 
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Nov/ thinkcs he that her husbands fhallow tongue, 
! he niggard prodigall that praifde her fo : 

In that high taske hath done her Beauty wrong. 
Which farre exceedeshis barren skill tofhow. 
Therefore that praife which C o l a t i n e doth owe, 
jnchaunted T a r qv i n aunfwcrs with furmile, 
In filent wonder of Rill gazing eyes. 


This earthly /ain£t adored by this deuill, 

Little fufp e<fteth the falfe worihipper : 

<c For vnftaind thoughts do feldom dream on euill. 
“Birds neuer lim’d, no fecret bufhesfeare : 

So guiltlefiefhec fecurely giues good cheare, 

And reuerend welcome to her princely gucR, 
VVhofe inward ill no outward harme exprelR 

For that he colourd v/ithhis high eftate, 

Hiding bale fin in pleats of Maieftie : 

That nothing in him feemd inordinate, 

Saue fometime too much wonder ofhis eye, 

V Vhich hauing all, all could not fatisjSe; 

But poorly rich fo wantethin his (lore, f 
That cloy’d with much, he pineth ft ill for more, 

B S 







